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est of insuring peaceful and friendly relations between
the two countries, solemnly declare that the U.S.S.R.
pledges to respect the terri to rial integrity and inviolability of Manchoukuo, and Japan pledges to respect
the territorial integrity and inviolability of the Mongolian ·People's Republic.
MOSCO\V,

April 13) 1941.

On behalf of the Government of the U.S.S.R.
V.

MOLOTOV.

On behalf of the Government of Japan
YOSUKE MATSUOKA.
YOSHITSUGU TATEKAWA.

VI. PROCLAMATION OF GERMAN SURRENDER
(The Department of State Bulletin, Vol. XII, No. 307, May 13, 1945)

The Allied artnies, through sacrifice and devotion
and wi,th God's help, have wrung from Germany a
final and unconditional surrender. The western world
has been freed of the evil forces which for five years
and longer have imprisoned the bodies and broken the
lives of millions upon millions of free-born men.
They have violated their churches, destroyed their
homes, corrupted their children, and murdered their
loved ones. Our Armies of Liberation have restored
freedom to these suffering peoples, whose spirit and
will the oppressors could never enslave.
Much remains to be done. The victory won in the
West must now be won in the East. The whole vvorld
must be cle.a nsed of the evil from which half the
world has been freed. United, the peace-loving nations have demonstrated in the West that their arms
are stronger by far than the might of dictators or the
tyranny of military cliques that once called us soft
and weak. The power of our peoples to defend
themselves against all enemies 'vill be proved in the
Pacific war as it has been proved in Europe.
For the triumph of spirit and of arms which we
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have won, and fo r its p ron11se to peoples everywhere who join us in th e love of fr eedorn, it is
fitting ~th at w e, as a n ation, give th anks to A lmighty
God, who h as strengthened us and gi ven us the victo_ry.
Now, Tt-I EREFORE, I, H ARRY S. TRUMAN, P resident of the United States of America, do hereby
appoint Sunday, May 13, 1945, to be a day of prayer.
I call upon the people of the United States, whatever their fai~th, to unite in offering joyful thanks
to God for the victory we have won and to pray
that He will support us to the end of our present
struggle and guide us into the way of peace.
I also call upon my countrymen to dedicate this
day of prayer to the memory of ~those who have given
their lives to make possible our victory.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my
hand and caused the seal of the United States of
America to be affixed.
DONE at the City of Washington this eighth day
of May, in the year of our Lord
nineteen hundred and forty-five,
'and of the Independence of the
[SEAL]
United States of America the one
hundred and sixty-ninth.
HARRY S. TRUMAN
By the President:
JosEPH C. GREvV
Acting Secretary of State
VII. SINI(ING OF THE "AW A MARU"
A. EXCHANGE OF COMMUNICATIONS BETWEEN THE
GOVERNMENTS OF JAPAN AND THE UNITED STATES
(The Department of State Bulletin, Vol. XII, No. 310, June 3, 1945)

Reference is made to the Department's press release in regard to the sinking by submarine action of
the Japanese vessel Awa Maru. The Awa Ma ru had

